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SUBJECT: ECHEVERRIA SAYS INVITATION TO CASTRO STILL OPEN 
REF: A) MEXICO 1350; B) MEXICO 1488 

1 . FOLLOWING CHRISTENING CEREMONIES AT COZUMEL FEB 2 FOR 
TWENTY FISHING BOATS JUST OBTAINED FROM CUBA (REFTEL B), 

PRES ECHEVERRIA WAS ASKED BY NEWSMEN ABOUT THE STATUS OF 
FIDEL CASTRO'S PROPOSED VISIT HERE. HIS REPLY: "WE'RE WAITING 
ON HIM TO SET THE DATE ... IN THE COURSE OF THIS YEAR, WHEN- 
EVER IT'S CONVENIENT FOR HIM. MEXICO IS LOOKING FORWARD TO 
RECIPROCATING THE WARM WELCOME WHICH THE PEOPLE OF CUBA GAVE, 
WITH OPEN HEARTS, TO THE PRESIDENT OF MEXICO." 

2. COMMENT: REMARKS DO NOT OF COURSE SQUARE WITH ECHEVERRIA'S 
PRIVATE MESSAGE TO US (REFTEL A) THAT CASTRO HAD CANCELLED 
PLANS TO VISIT HERE AND THAT ECHEVERRIA HIMSELF WAS PLEASED 
WITH THE DECISION. ASSUME FOREGOING IS NOTHING MORE THAN WIN- 
DOWDRESSING, PENDING FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM HAVANA THAT 
TRIP IS OFF (AND OF COURSE SUITABLE EXPRESSIONS OF DISAPPOINT- 
MENT FROM MEXICO. 
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